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N? 20, Monday, February 13. 





Ploravere fuis nom refpondere Favorem 
Speratum meritis. Hor. 





S it is very melancholy to confider the 
great Decay of Learning, which is, at 
prefent, univerfally complain’d of ; fo 
nothing can be more provoking, than 
to hear the forry Excufe, which is made 
for it, by imputing it to want of En- 
couragement ; a Pretence fo falfe and idle, that it can 
proceed from nothing but the Unwillingnefs of all 
Men to acknowledge their own Deficiencies ; which 
makes them apologize, in this ridiculous Manner, for 
the prefent Dearth of Wit and Learning, by the 
pretended want of Patromage and Favour. 

They endeavour to impofe this Affertfon upon us 
for Truth, by telling us that polite Literature is a 
tender fort of Plant, which fhoots up and flourifhes, 
whilft it feels the warm, enlivening Beams of the Sun ; 
but pines, languifhes and dies, when it is left in the 
Shade. 

Now, though This fhould be admitted to be true, 
as much as it contradiéts an old Maxim, that Wits are 
always born AS yet the Inference, which they draw 
from it, in Defence of our modern Du/me/s and Stw- 
pidity, is fo notorioufly falfe and unjuft, that nothing 
but the great Regard, which I have for fome Men in 
Power, could induce me to confute it in this pub- 
lick Manner. 

Indeed, for my part, I am fully agsinft the o/d 

verb, and firmly believe that the Smiles and Fa- 
Pro vour 
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vour of a Court tend as naturally to promote Learn- 
ing, and excite the Induftry of Mankind in cultivating 
their Parts, as the Influence of the Sun does to ripen 
and improve the Fruits of the Earth. As ridiculous 
as This may feem to fome People, yet Thofe, who 
have had as much Experience as my felf, and have 
made the fame Obfervations, which I have done, will 
find that it generally holds true. For this Reafon, it 
is my Opinion, that nothing can be a greater Encou- 
ragement to ufeful Learning of all Kinds, than to fee 
Men of great Abilities and liberal Underftandings pla- 
ced at the Head of Affairs, in all the great Employ- 
ments of the Kingdom ; who, to fhew their own 
good Senfe, will fill up the inferiour Offices, which 
are in their difpofal, with Perfons of known Ability, 
Merit and Service ; and always prefer fuch a Man to 
one, who comes to them with no Qualifications or 
Pretenfions whatfoever, unlefs it be a round Sum of 
Money, or the Intereft of fome near Relation, who is 
perhaps as worthlefs a Tool as himfclf, 

Wuewn Thingsare feen to go on in this Manner, 
it fpreads an Air of Chearfulnefs and Satisfaction 
over the Face of a Kingdom; gives Life and Vigour 
to the Induftry of its Inhabitants ; and quickens the 
Application of all Thofe, who have no other Way 
to diftinguifh themfelves in their Country, than by 
Worth, Capacity, and Knowledge. 

And though, even under fuch a juft and impartial 
Diftribution of national Favours, fome would be ftill 
left to repine under Difappointments and fancy’d Neg- 
leé&t, becaufe no Government is large enough to fatis- 
fy the Neceflities and Expectations of all ; yet it 
would, ina great Meafure, filence their Murmurings 
and Complaints, when they faw this Method obferv- 
ed, of always having a Regard to Merit, and could 
not objet that Foo/s or undeferving Creatures were ad- 
vanced above Them. 


Whereas, 
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Whereas, when the contrary Method prevails ; 
when no Regard is had, in the Difpofition of Offices 
and Favours, to the Fitne/s or Unfitne/s of Men ; 
when Ability, Merit, and former Services are of no 
Weight in the Scale ; when all ufeful Arts and Scien- 
ces are held in Contempt ; when the Mufes pine in 
Obfcurity, and Learning is look’d on as a Difqualifica- 
tion, rather than a valuable Endowment; when, in 
fhort, the Favours of great Men are heaped only on 
Themfelves, their own Relations and immediate De- 
pendants ; when all Places of Truft, Honour, and 
Profit center in tao or three Families at moft ; when 
Penfions, Prefents, Grants, Patents and Reverfions 
aré either /o/d or engrofi'd; and every thing runs in 
the fame foul Channel of Corruption and Self Intereffs 
then, I fay, Men of Merit a Ability have juft Rea- 
fon to complain, remonftrate and proteft ; and it is ri- 
diculous to expect that Arts, Wit or Learning fhould 
flourifh, in any Degree, under fuch a rapacious, 
felfith and ufurious Adminiftration. 

T have formerly feen fomething too much like This 
in England ; but, I blefs God, That melancholy pa 
Profpe@ is now vanifhed ; and we have the particular 
Happinefs to live under an Adminiftration, which is 
not only compofed of the ab/eff Heads, and mott 
ancorrupt Hearts in the Kingdom, but hath allo been 
conftantly obferved to fhower down their Favours on 
thofe Perfons only, who poffefs the fame excellent Ta- 
Tents and Diffofitions with themfelves. Ignorance 
and Infufficiency, joined with a fordid, complying Spi- 
rit, are no Recommendations in thefe halcyon and 
truly golden Days ; but Probity, Capacity, Know- 
ledge and Learning are, of themfelves, the beit Pre- 
tenfions ; and Merit, of any Kind, is the certain fore- 
runner of Notice and DiffinAion. 

Let the moft inveterate Malecontent, the moft ma- 
lignant Obferver of our prefent Happinefs, look care- 
fully into the Caurcen, and takea ftriét Survey - 
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all our late ecclefiaftical Promotions ; whether they be 
of the right reverend Fathers the Bisuops, or 
of other inferiour Paftors and Curates. Let him, with 
' the fame ftri& Eye, review our civil Offices, where 
the Bufinefs of the State is more immediately 
tranfacted ; and I wili defy him, with all his Spleen, 
Difappointments and Prejudices about him, to initance 
| by Name one individual Perfon, of either fort, who 
does not feem, as it were, cull’d and feleéted from the 
whole Nation, as the moft proper Man to execute and 
adorn his refpeétive Funétion or Employment. 
Let him afterwards turn his Eye to the Common- 
wealth of Letters ; and I will challenge him, with 
the fame Confidence, to inftance any Period of Time, 
when Wit and polite Literature were more openly 
and amply encouraged than at ries 3 not excepting 
even the two famous Reigns of Auguffus and Louis le 
grand. How many Men of Wit could I mention, 
who have been lately advanced to Pofts of great Pro- 
fit and Honour ? What a multitude of generous Pre- 
fents, Penfions, and Stipends could I enumerate, if I 
thought it agreeable to the Modefty of the Donors ? 
Methinks I behold a Mecenas, a Pollio, a Somers, or 
an Halifax in almoit every great Family. But how 
am I ftruck with Raptures, when I caft my Eyes on 
Him, who fits at the Helm, and does not difdain to 
patronize the Muj/es, at the fame Time that he fup- 
ports and adorns the State ? Let his own immortal 
Poet, who is himfelf a Witnefs and Partaker ot his 
Munificence, fing his Praife, to which I find myfelf 
unequal. 





Pe ae 


ee ne 


The Streams of Royal Bounty, turn’d by Tue ky 
Refrefh the dry Domains of Poe/y. 





This Complaint, therefore, of want of Encourage- 
ment, is fo ridiculous and unreafonable, that it can 
proceed only from a few little Wit-qwou'ds, oe 




















N° 20. The CRAFTSMAN. 119 


and Poetaffers; who, not having Merit enough to 
diftinguifh themfelves, have recourfe to this poor Re- 
fuge, and are willing to fcreen their own Incapacities 
under fo plaufible a Pretence 5 for the want of En- 
couragement to real Wit and Learning is fo far from 
having any Foundation in Truth, that we have, for 
fome Years paft, feen the greateft Encouragement 
given to the Sound only, the Shadow, and the Ec- 
cho of them. What fqueezing and crouding have 
there been at the Raree-fhews of Harlequin and Sca 
ramouch ; at the Entertainments of Madam Violante, 
her Tumblers and Rope-dancers; at the ftrange Tricks 
of Pofture-mafters and High German Artiffs ; befides 
fome other Diverfions, which I chufe not to mention? 
Nay, I am told, that we may foon expect a new Sett 
of Comeedians from Lapland ; who are coming hi- 
ther, under great Proteétion, to divert the Nobility 
and Gentry of this happy Kingdom ; and will, it is 
faid, excel every Thing, which was ever yet feen on 
the Britifh Stage. 

This is a fuficient Demonftration to me, that there 
will be no Encouragement wanting to Men of Wit and 
Learning, when I {ee moft of the greateft Perfonages 
in the Nation hugging and carefling the dull Apes and 
and Mimicks of them, in fo extraordinary a Manner. 

I hope thefe diffatisfy’d, repining Spirits will at 
leaft allow that, however other Parts of Learning 
may have been negleéted and defpifed, yet no Emcou- 
ragement has been wanting to fatirical Writings; and 
if they do not foon produce fome excellent Pieces of 
this Kind, 1 think they will be fairly left without any 
Excufe, and I fhall be willing to give them up to all 
the Severity of the Patrons of the Ancients. 

Indeed, we have had fome very good Specimens 
of this fort of Writing already publifhed ; cne of 
which feems to lafh Mankind in too fevere and general 
a Manner. However, as there is a great deal of Wit 
ig that Book ; fo Iam forry to fay, for the Sake of 
human 
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human Nature in general, and of my own Country 
in particular, that, I am afraid, there is too much 
Truth in it. 

I heartily with that all Books of this Kind may have 
their Effect, as far as it is for the Intereft of this King- 
dom; and I doubt not that they will convince 
fome Gentlemen of the fond Miftake, which they feem 
‘to have long entertain’d, and of the Truth of my 
Lord Shaftsbury’s Obfervation, viz. That if Writers 
are of no Confequence tothe Publick, it muft be their 
own Fault. A. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Juft Publith’d, 


AnExQquiry into the Reafons of the Condu& 
of a certain Author, with relation to the prejcut State 
of Affairs in Europe. 

Printed in the fame Size with a former Enquiry, 
in order to be bound up with it. 


quid non mortalia pectora cogis 
Au Ri facra fames ? 





To be fold by T. W. in Pater-nofter-row 5 of whom 
may be bad, juft publife'd, 

Itinerarium Theologicum ; Or, An exa& Computa- 
tion of the Distance between Bancor and Sauis- 
BURY 3 and from thence to WincuEesTER and Dur- 
nam. Adually furveyd and meafurd. With fome 
Reafons offer'd to foew that Hererorn fies out of the 
Way. And alfoan Account of all the dirty Roads and 
bad Paflages from one Place to another. 


Fabula quanta fui? 





Friday, 








